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Rx v. Sis, 
IN the name and behalf of a Committee 


for this purpoſe, I preſent you the thanks of the Church and 


Town tor your elegant, well adapted and animated Sermon, 
delivered on Wedneſday the 1oth inſtant at the Ordination 
of the Rev. JAMES BOYD 4 and alſo requeſt a copy for 


the Preſs. 
"BUCKLEY EMERSON. 
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APOLOGY is common ; but this I leave 
to the voice of my youth and i inexperience. Your requeſt is 


granted, with ſentiments of reſpect. 
ROSEWELL MESSENGER. 
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ORDINATION SERMON, 


— 82.82. — 


ACTS xxv1, 28. 


THEN AGRIPPA SAID UNTO PAUL, ALMOST THOU PER» 
SUADEST ME TO BE A CHRISTIAN: 


Ti. boaſted luminaries of antiquity 
beheld with regret the bewildering apoſtacy of the 
world. They painted in viſion the ſignal benefits, 
that might be conferred by a revelation from God, 
as in this way he would rekindle the expiring ſparks 
of reaſon, illumine the path of duty and develope the 
myſtery of reconciliation between offending man 
and his righteous Creator. Either from prophetic 
intimations, that were borrowed of the Moſaic writ- 
ings, or from the buſy ſuggeſtions of wretchedneſs 
the reſtoration of the golden age was fervently ex- 


pected. This glorious ſeaſon, which for centuries, 


had lived in tradition alone, retained without dimi- 
nution its ideal charms. The finner waited its re- 


commencement under an infatuate hope, that the 


field of riot and pleaſure would ſwell to a greater 


extenſion, and preſent a more finical variety ; the 
Prince, 
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Prince, as it might heighten the royal magniſicence, 
and give a deeper poliſh to the emblems of power, 
But the Jews, whoſe expectation was built on the 
authority of their ſcriptural prophecies, looked for 
the event, as deſigned by Heaven to eſtabliſh for 
them a national ſuperiority upon a laſting founda- 
tion, But, when Chriſt deſcended from God with 
a revelation of his will ; his character and offices 
were ſo widely different from the conjectural calcu- 
lations of Pagan vanity and Jewiſh pride, his requi- 
ſitions ſo hard to the human heart, his preaching 
and doctrines fo ſpiritual and diſtinguiſhing, that he 
was not acknowledged to be the Meſſiah. 

Paul, being appointed by God to expound the 
ſcriptures and preach the goſpel of Chriſt, was oblig- 
ed to oppoſe his exerticns againſt the combined de- 
luſion, malice and infidelity of the ſtubborn Jews, 
and a countleſs band of hcathen Idolators. When 
arraigned at the court of Agrippa, he impleaded 
the accuſations, that were brought againſt him with 
aſtoniſhing boldneſs. He gave a hiſtory of his mi- 
raculous converſion, aſſerted the truth and deſign 
of his heavenly miſſion, and brought into view the 
ſpirit and tenor of thoſe ancient prophecies, which 
emphatically ſpake of the coming, the offices and 
character of-the Meffiah. Theſe ancient writings, 
though wrongly underſtood, were beheld with the 
greateſt reverence. Hence the wiſdom of Paul in 
laboring to convict his accuſers by evidence, which 
they would not dare to deny. King Agrippa, believ- 
A thou the Prophets ? 1 knew that thou believifl. Then 
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Agrippa ſaid unto Paul, almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be a 
chriſtian. We are not to underſtand by this that 
there is any medium between believers and unbe- 
lievers. Scripture acknowledges but two clalles of 
men in the ſight of God, the wicked and the right- 
cous. Though thouſands reſt contented in a ſpec- 
ulative belief, and felicitate themſelves that they are 
almoſt Chriſtians ; yet their hopes are dangerous and 
deathly. However nigh by advantages, by convic- 
tion, or by good works, they may come to the king- 
dom of Heaven, unleſs they experience converſion, 
and eſſectually receive the grace of Chriſt, they will 
ſinally meet a deeper baniſhment into the chambers 
of death. | 

As Chriſt's miniſters are to perſuade men in his 


ſtead to be reconciled unto God, our text may naturally 


lead us to conſider the requiſite qualifications of goſ- 
pel miniſters. Secondly, to point out ſome of the 
ways, whereby they are to perſuade men 7o be Chrif- 
Hans. 

Firſ#. In a buſineſs ſo awfully momentous, as the 
preaching of the goſpel, its miniſters muſt poſſeſs 
the diſtinguiſhing qualifications, which alone can 
denominate them the authentic ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt, Directly to this purpoſe was that pointed 
clauſe of Apoſtolic injunction, addreſſed to Timothy, 
and which is equally applicable to all, who may ev- 
er enter the ſolemn work, tale heed to thyſelf. The 
renowned Apoſtle, who was eminently ſchooled in 
the ſcience of the human heart, who had obſerved 
thoſe trappings of hypocritical diſguiſe, which it 
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was not only capable, but even ambitious of aſſum- 
ing, hath left this charge, inſcribed, in flaming let. 
ters on the threſhold of the miniſtry. Every one 
therefore, who enters the ſacred temple by the door, 
muſt feel its language and realize by the reſponſes 
of the ſpirit, that he is called of God. Hence it is 
an indiſpenſable, yea an eſſential requiſite in miniſ- 
terial qualification, that they experience the regen: 
erating influences of divine grace. 

Well knowing that this is a goſpel requirement, 
the moſt ardent votaries to that faſhionable liberal- 
ity, which, in the preſent age, is ſo palpably main - 
tained both by the eſſicacy of genĩus, and the aiding 
propenſities of the natural heart, have held preten- 
ſions to an acquaintance with this renewing grace. 
A life, apparently regular, conſpicuous acquilitions 
of uſeful knowledge, a ſpeculative belief in the chriſ- 
tian religion ; theſe are their fancied teſtimonies of 
2 nc and divine life, and furniſh the ground, up- 
on which they would claim a knowledge of regener- 
ation. But, according to ſacred delineation of char- 
acer, is it not to be feared, that theſe are of the 
number, who boaſt an inheritance in e form of god- 
linefs, while ſtrangers to its power ? If miniſters ; are 
they not thoſe rainleſs clouds, that hover on the bo- 
ſom of the horizon, mocking the cries of a thirſty 
earth, till they deſcend to the ſurface of the lake 
here to expire on the neſt ob the ſerpent, or in the 
breath of the noxious reptile, from whence? they a- 
rote ? Ah, the heart and ſpirit, together with the 
life of Chriſt's ambaſſadors muſt bear teſtimony to 
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a ſpecial renovation. They muſt love Jehovah ſu- 


premely ; not for private emolument and the hope 
of reward, but from a ſenſe of the intrinſic excel- 
lence of his attributes and perfections. Impreſſed 
with this evangelical truth, that he ſirſt loved them, 
they will trace with humility and a trembling grati- 
tude this holy affection from God, who hath ſove- 
reignly and gracioully /hed it abroad into their hearts. 
Inſtead of boaſting it, as the merited acquirement 
of their own excrtion, they will exclaim t untos 
O Lord, but to thy name be glory. 

This ſpiritual experience generally ſuppoſes all 
the internal qualifications of thoſe, who, in Chriſt's 
ſtead, are to perſuade men 7o be reconciled unto God, 
It implies a newneſs and contrition of heart, humil- 
ity and meekneſs. It is announced by a hatred to 
ſin, an unſhaken attachment to the Redecmer's 


kingdom. It infpires a fearleſs fortitude” againſt 


the ſarcaſtic ridicule of the world, and a determinate 
reſolution to preach the doctrines of the goſpel, 
though they ſtrike the heart of the wicked hke ar- 


rows, that are dipt in nitre, and darted by chains of * 


lightning. It excites that wiſe and noble zeal, which 
does not live in the found of words, ſupported with 
tears and groans, but which inherits the ſoul and 
reveals itſelf by a ſteady perſeverance in well doing, 
and in perſuading men by goſpel methods to become 
Chriſtians. 

The above are not the only qualitics, that are req- 
uifite for the goſpel embaſſy. It is alſo neceſſary to 
poſleſs thoſe intellectual powers, which have been 
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improved and ſtrengthened in the bower of ſtudy 
and the hallowed walks of ſcience. For ſuch is the 
chriſtian warfare, and ſuch our inimical combatants, 
that we mutt have deeply reſearched the chambers 
of wiſdom in order to ſtand againſt them. Endow- 
ed with the belt abilities, it is frequently hard to 
ſtem the torrent of inſulting attack, or to riſe above 
the fiery caſcade of infidelity. The faculty of ſpeak- 
| ing with pertinence and eaſe is of no ſmall con- 
4 ſideration. If the nature of man be contem- | | 
plated, we ſhall find that the reception of doctrine, 
precept and religious inſtruction depends, to a great 
degree, on the manner, in which they are convey- 
ed. How often do important realities periſh on 
the tongue of the ſpeaker, and never reach the con- 
ception of an audience ? The talent of addreſs is | 
therefore of great advantage to the miniſters of the 
goſpel, that they may render themſelves ſucceſsful 
in unveiling the ſacred forms of truth, and making 
them ſtrike the mind with power. 
A miniſter, though born from above, though en- 


dowed with the richeſt gifts and the ſpeech of An- 
gels, is unqualified to preach the counſel of God, 
While deficient in knowledge of the holy ſcriptures. 
Their ſenſe is deep, and not to be fathomed by a 
tranſient glance of the eye. Too many thete ate, 
who croud the memory with the letter, who enter 
the miniſtry with the voice of words, having at the 
fame time only a ſuperficial acquaintance with the 
tenor and doctrines of the Bible. The height and 
depth, yea the myſtery of that wiſdom, which 1s 
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contained in the ſacred volume, are inexplorable to 
the curſory, memorial reader. They muſt be ſearch. 
ed out by profound and unremitting application, 
together with fervent prayer, that the ſpirit may 
lead the mind into all truth. 

A thorough knowledge of the appropriate dutics 
of the ſacred office is an important requiſite, The 
ſervices of the pulpit embrace but part of miniſte- 
rial employment and perſuaſive exertion. Infor- 
mation, judgment and vigilance mutt extend to dif. 
cipline, to counſel, to converſation, and, as much 
as poſlible, to the hearts of the people.” Otherwiſe 
a man will juſtly be denominated a noviciate paſtor 
and a workman that needeth 7o be med. 

Thus have we briefly deſcribed ſome of the inter- 
nal and external qualifications, which are indiſpen- 
fable in thoſe, who preach the goſpel. But there 1s 
reaſon to tremble under the apprehenſion, that ma- 
ny are devoid of theſe eſſential requiſites, aſſuming 
the name without the ſpirit of the miniſtry. It 
this be fact, where will they lead the ſouls, that are 
committed to their care and guidance? Let us fig- 
ure to ourſeives a character of this deſcription, who 
has not been commiſſioned by Heaven to preach, 
but has forged his own credentials. He parades 
himſelf in the garb of ſanctity, calling his votarics 
to an apoſtate ſtandard, that is garniſhed on the fide 
with the tranſient colors of 05. ſtamped on 
the other with the irrevocable ſentence of death.. 
View the path of his polluted feet among the gol- 
den candleſticks ! Follow this woliſh impoſtor, at 
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the head of his flock, to another world, and, if it 
were poſſible, would not hell itſelf bluſh at the in- 
ſuſſiciency of her tortures ! Would ſhe not ſigh that 
her manſions were too good, her chains too light, 
and her fires too mild for the puniſhment of his 
ſoul ? | 

We are now prepared to point out, ſecondly, 
ſome of the ways, whereby miniſters are to per. 
ſuade men to be Chriſtians. 

To effectuate this noble deſign, they muſt fro- 
quently bring into view the evidences of the divin- 
ity, both of Chriſt and his goſpel. It is not enough 
that a man ſhould find himſelf immoveably con- 
firmed by internal experience and the moſt luminous 
proofs in theſe important realities. He muſt alſo 
be aſſiduouſly engaged in oppoſing them to the in- 
fidelity of others. Socinian impoſture has of late 
made an alarming progreſs. Theſe deceiving genii 
have adopted a ſcheme of influence, whoſe deathly 
effects are concealed by a nominal plauſibility. Not 
contented with that number, who have ſufficient 
boldneſs to eſpouſe a palpable denial of the Meſtah, 
they have ſhewed their compaſſion in feeding theit 
votaries with the viſionary charms of chriſtianity, 
after they have aboliſhed its ſubſtance, namely, the 
divinity of Chriſt. In order to diſtort the goſpel 
into a conformity with the natural propenſions of 
the hcart, they have retained with reverence its 
name, yet endeavored to ſtrip it of all its humbling 
requiſitions. The leading ſtep in this purpoſe is to 
banith the Godhead from the rozr of HoLTEsS. 
Infidelity, 
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Infidelity, the giant offspring of ſatan, is perpet. 


vally changing the ſtyle of its intrigues, in order to 


beguile by the ſpell of novelty, to lead its ſubjects 
by ſilken cords through the amuſing pèrſpectives of 
deluſion, till the ponderous chains of darkneſs be 
eternally rivetted on their rebellious necks, Hence 
it is incumbent on a miniſter to exhibit to the world 
the undeniable evidence of chriſtianity and of the di- 
vinity of its Author. He will thus inflame the love 

of the ſaint, and increaſe the ſtrength and light of 


his faith. At the ſame time he may alarm the drow- 


iy infidel, whoſe foul is lulled to reſt in the boſom 
of carnal ſecurity. Thus Moſes holdly oppoſed the 
murmuring infidelity of his Tewiſh ſubjects. Often, 
as he journeyed i in the wilderneſs did he lay beforc 
them the ſignal evidences of his divine commiſſion, 

He referred their cavilling minds to the miracles, 


that procured their deliverance from tyrannic bon- 


dage ; to the benevolent interpoſitions of God in 


their behalf, and to the holy oracles, which were 


mercifully granted for their infallible guide and in- 
tellectual illumination. The ſong of Deborah and Ba- 


rat was indicted under a rapturous ſtrain of grate-, 


ful piety, recounting, for its materials, the marvel- 
lous' works of God and the teſtimonies of his pro- 
pitious providence towards his choſen people. Nor 
leſs vindicative of the divine government, of mirac- 
ulous deliverances and the celeſtial origin of the Mo- 
faic law are the Pſalms of David. This is the exam- 
ple of inſpired piety from him to the Apoſtle, who 
exhibited the mutual authenticity of the old and 
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new teſtament, ſo that they reflected, like faithful 
» mirrors, from one to the other the image of truth 
and the features of Divinity. Miniſters therefore 
are to perſuade men 10 be Chriſtians by frequent re- 
currence to the evidence of our holy religion and 
the genuine character of Jeſus, in whom the fulneſs 
of the Godhead bodily dwelt, 2 
Again, miniſters are to perſuade men to be Chri/- 
tians by acquiring and exhibiting juſt views of the 
character of God. His works and thoſe marks of 
excellence, which are left inſcribed on the inferior 
creation, can furniſh but a partial repreſentation con- 
cerning him, The ſavage, who aſcends with tardy 
ſteps the heights of the mountain, ſprinkling his in- 
cenſe on the idolatrous altar of the deſert, may ſub- 
limely deſcribe the viſible effects of his infinite pow- 
er and eternal majeſty, The obdurate finner, view- 
ing him in the morning and the evening, that are 
made to rejoice by his bountics and tender mercies, 
may expatiate with enamoring language on his wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs ; yet have no ſpiritual diſcern- 
ment of the divine Character. The feeble gleams 
of natural intelligence are too. frequently miſtaken 
tor thoſe noble conceptions of the Divinity, that re- 
quire the removal of ſpiritual darkneſs. Hence un- 
der a goſpel ſtyle of light his miniſters will repre- 
ſent him in all his perfections, as they are ſovereign- 
ly manifeſted in the great ſcheme of ſalvation. Here 
is the parting line between the righteous and the 
unrenewed. Ihe latter refute to acknowledge him, 
when clothed with the eternal robes of his ſove- 


reignty. 
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reignty. Say they in their hearts, if we cannot 
reap the honor of filling up at leaſt the outlines of 
our own fortune, if we cannot acquire by our nat- 
ural 2miability, wiſdom and merit the poſſeſſion of 
grace, if we cannot compoſe a Heaven of ſuch enjoy- 
ments and adorn its courts with ſuch finical ſplen- 
dors, as our fancy dictates, if we cannot aſcend it 
through the ſmiling paths of morality and delicious 
amuſement,if we muſt bow in the humbling attitude 
of repentance, reſigning our ſouls and all we inher- 
it to God; ſay they in their hearts, depart from us, 
for we defire not the knowledge of thy ways. - Whereas 
the unalterable empire of Jehovah, the everlaſting 
arrangement of his counſels concerning his crea- 
tures and his own terms of falvation are truths of 
delightful contemplation to the godly, They com- 

poſe the ſoul into a revering and devotional reſigna- 

tion. The Chriſtian will behold the convulſions of 

the world, the awful events, that threaten the ban. 

iſhment of religion ; he will view the judicial viſt- 

tations of Providence, and turn to Heaven an eye of 

faith. Conſoled with the thought, that the deſigns 
of God are accompliſhed by the permiſſion of diſor- 

der, and that the wrath of man ſhall finally ſpeak his 

praiſe, he will rejoice that the Lord God. Omnipotent 

reigneth. Notwithſtanding the averſion of the 

wicked from theſe humiliating views of Deity, min- 

iſters may not forbear to exhibit them. If we con- 

ſult the ſcriptures, we ſhall find that the infpired 

penmen, from Moſes to the Apoſtles, would ſooner 

have written with the blood of their hearts, than 

have 
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have zefuſed to acknowledge the. abſolute depends 
encdof man, the ſoycreignty of God, his righteous 
diſpoſal of all his creatures, and all events according 
tothe unoriginated and unchangeable counſels of his 
own will. In this way may not the ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt be inſtrumental in melting down the froſt- 
work temple of pride, that is reared on the furface 
of troubled waters, ſo that thoſe, by whom i it is 
thronged, may penitently cry for mercy, leſt they 

periſh, 
Further, to preach Jeſus. Cbriſt and him crucified is 
a branch of perſuaſion, yea, the foundation of preach- 
ing, and cannot too frequently be preſented before 
the ungodly, In doing this miniſters will convey 
their hearers to the original innocence of man, from 
the inheritanceof which he was ſpeedily driven by his 
own rebellion under the myſtic inſtigation of ſatan, 
They will figure that awful ſcene, when the indignant 
voi of God walked in the Garden and pronounced 
Adam, together with an unborn world in a ſtate of 
ſpiritual death, and condemnation ; when the flam- 
ing ſword, that turned every way, Was placed at the 
gates of Eden, ſignifying the judgment to come and 
the moral impoſſibility of a reinſtatement in the di- 
vine favor, In this awful poſture of guilt, in this 
hopeleſs exile from the boſom of divinity, when 
there was no eye to pity, or created arm to ſave, when 
trembling humanity had nothing to expect, but 
the fiery indignation of incenſed Jehovah ; but to 
toll on the polluted earth for the bread of bitterneſs, 
to mingle with ſcorpions, to live and dic under the 
agonizing 
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vgonizing paroxiſms of deſpair, and drink — — 
Ils the vials of eternal wrath. In this condition of the 
world they will repreſent the holy Jeſus, deſcending 
from the reſidence of the Father, firſt in promiſe, 
then in Figure, and at laſt, God manifeſt in the fleſh. 
Thus he bore the witneſs in himſelf, that he was 
the Lamb, flain before the foundation of the wofld. He 
proved by undeniable credentials that he was thz 
purchaſe of believers ; that his life was offered for the 
ranſom of many ; that he was the atonement for fin ; 
the new and everlaſting covenant, and the High-Prieſt 
of unchangeable power and ſpotleſs excellence, ſtand- 
ing forever at the altar, ſprinkling it with his own 
blood. Under theſe characters Chriſt is to be rep- 
reſented by his ambaſſadors. If he be preached 
rightly, if it be deſcribed for whom alone he is an 
effectual ſavior, the airy caſtles and baſeleſs refuges, 
into which the advocates for general ſalvation have 
flocked, may tremble into nothing, like the meteor 
on the brow of night. They may be alarmed into 
a ſerious and hopeful concern under the convictive 
impreſſion of this important truth, namely, he came 
not to ſave the impenitent enemies of the croſs; 
but thoſe, who believe and who are called accord- 
ing to the will of God. 

As connected with preaching Chriſt and repre 
ſenting his offices, miniſters muſt give directions to 
the ſinner, how he may hope to obtain an intereſt 
in his blood and merits. If man by nature bein a 
ſtate of ſpiritual death, and if Chriſt be a complete 
favior, the leaſt confidence in the works of our own 
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righiteduſneſs muſt be entirely rejected. Faith and 
repentance are announced in the goſpel, as the only 
medium of receiving Chriit ; and Chriſt is the only 
way, by which the gates of Heaven are acceſſible. 
Hence, as we mult be ſaved by grace through faith, and 
that not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God, conviction of 
fin, a ſenſe of wretchedneſs, penitence and contri- 
tion of heart, a humble, ufireſerved reſignation to 
the divine will are matters not to be paſſed in ſilence. 
They muſt be faithfully enjoined on the ſinner. 
Who knoweth but in this way he may be perſuad- 
ed into a chriſtian life ? 

The holy ghoſt, the third Perſon in the Godhead 
will be mentioned by miniſters in the goſpel ſcheme 
of perſuaſion. Being jointly concerned with the 


Father and Son in the gracious work of redemption, 


he is the Awalener, the Sanfifier, and Comforter. He 


conveys the word of God from the lips of his am- 


baſſadors to the hearts of the people. He walketh 
in the voice of providence, and addreſſeth the ſoul 
with the language of truth and conviction. He de- 
ſcends from the Father to plant the path of the 
righteous with the radiant hopes of immortality: 
He conveys the beams of divinity into the gloomy 
manſions of infirmity, and tears the horror and irk- 


ſome viſage from the weariſome days and nights, 


through which the mortal race are righteouſly 
doomed to paſs. He diſſipates the liſtleſs languors 
of the heart, and overtouches the face of melancholy 
with the charm of devotion, He dries the tear, 


chat rolls in the orphan's eye, and allays the pang, 


that 
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that rankles in the heart of the widow. He makes 
the ſearching preſence of the Almighty be felt by 
all, whether they. inhabit the filent cavern of the 
rock, or glide on the wings of the morning to the utter- 
moſt parts of the ſea, in ſuch a manner that they are fools 
and without excuſe, who ſay, there is no God. Miniſ- 
ters therefore will perſuade men to be Chriſtians by 
deſcribing the office and perpetual ſtrivings of the 
holy Spirit. They will proclaim aloud this ſerious 
truth, that there is no event, but what bears to our 
ears this perſuaſive intreaty, Today, if you will hear his 
voice. Yea, every object that we behold from the 
atom that ſports in the air to the globe itſelf ; from 
the ray, that ſparkles in the diamond to the ſtars of 
light above will ſet in judgment againſt us ſo long, 
as we harden our hearts and reſiſt the ſpirit. For 
they all ſpeak of Divinity, adminiſtering reproof 
and perſuaſion to his rational offspring. How aw- 
fully ſolemn therefore the thought, yet how rare 
in the mind of the ſinner, that every moment, he 
continues in an unrenewed ſtate, his guilt is ſwell- 
ing with a rapid aggravation. Freſh and enlarged 
dregs of bitterneſs are daily mingling with the cup 
of repentance, till to drink thereof would be death; 
to refuſe it indignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guiſh in the world of ſpirits. Hence on all accounts 
this character of God will be a ſubject of perſuaſion 
for men to become Chriſtians. 

Again in connexion with the above remarks, it is 
fuitable to conſider ſome of the properties of the 
mind, which are evidently to be addreſſed in be- 
y 0 ſeeching 
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| ſeeching the world in Chri/t's /tead to be reconciled un- 
to God. 
The paſſions of fear were nover attached to hu- 
| manity for nought. Under an entire diveſture of 
them what trackleſs mazes would man go through 
in paſſing from the cradle to the grave. Unſuſpi- 
cious of danger, he would receive the tyger to his 
arms, and the viper to his boſom, and ſeek his a- 
muſement with the devouring whelps of the Lion, 
Guided by the fatal ſpell of ſecurity, he would nei- 
ther ſhelter his head from the ſtormy face of night, 
turn afide from the poignard of murder, nor recoil 
from the bloody footſteps of ruin. Detaching eve- 
ry event from its conſequences, he would live and 
act from the impulſe of the moment. Should the 
Angel of retribution plant his flaming pavillion be- | 
fore his eyes, crying, forbear, forbear, ſee thou do it | 
nat ; it would ſtrike his ſoul, as mockery and nei- 
ther reſtrain the wicked propenſities of his heart, 
nor withhold his hands from the deepeſt dies of ac- 
tual enormity and guilt, Our fears then are born | 
| within us for the purpoſe of keeping our feet in the 
| paths of peace and ſafety. Are we inclined to wan- 
| der ? Deviations are planted with dangers, perplex- 
ities and deſpair. Are we too tardy ? We are urg- 
ed by our fears to haſten, leſt the vapor of dullneſs, 
like Elijah's cloud, ſwell to a ſtorm, and burſt its 
vengeance upon us, before we reach the eternal ref- 
uge. With a view of awakening the attention of 
the wicked, and making them flee from approach- 
ing deſtruction, theſe paſſions muſt be addreſſed. 
Said 


— . I . ‚ 
— — - > - 


— CO 
— T—— — — — — — — 


o 
— . — = 


19 


* — — 


Said the Apoſtle to the Corinthians, Knowing there- 
fore the terrors of the Lord, we perſuade men. To this 
purpoſe he opened his mouth boldly, deſcribing the 
wicked with the dangers and judgments, into which 
they ruſh, like the horſe into the battle. His example, 
together with that of the Prophets and of Jeſus him- 
ſelf, is not always followed. Many there are, who, 
from exceeding delicacy, or ſome other cauſe, rare- 
ly make a deſcriptive and alarming addreſs to the 
ſinner. They ſatirize general vice, and expatiate 
en its diſhonorable tendency. Far remote from 
the heart of the agent, as a ſeparate creature, they 
dreſs it up in all its odious colors. In this caſe, the 
finner will readily unite with the preacher in con- 
demning iniquity, unmoleſted by any very ſevere 
compunctions of guilt in himſelf. But what advan- 
tage would David have derived from Nathan, in the 
deſcription of fin by a parable without application ? 
Perhaps it might have been the cauſe of his com- 
mitting murder; for this was his declared purpoſe, 
till Nathan ſaid, Thou art the man. Thus the ſtate 
and danger of the wicked muſt be deſcribed wit 

unpalliating diſtinction. The horrors of death, the 
ſucceeding judgment, the wrath of God and the e- 
ternal puniſhment of the wicked; theſe are reali- 
ties, by which the paſlions of fear may be addreſſed, 
that a dread may fall. upon them and perſuade them to 


' be Chriftians. 


Nor leis important to the purpoſes of being are 
our hopes. We are doomed to move on the ocean 


of life, faced by a thouſand baffling ſtorms. By 2 
- gracious 
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gracious appointment of Heaven, it is the oſſice of 
hope to ſtand, as a luminous beacon above the col- 
umns of darkneſs and beyond the rage of the tem- 
peſt; and pour from thence its cheering beams on 
the ſoul, exciting the energies of fortitude, vigi- 
lance and patience. Deliverance from death, the 
full accompliſhment of goſpel promiſes, a bliſsful 
immortality, the love of God, the unveiled glory 
of his perfections, the eternal communion with 
Chriſt and his holy ſaints ; theſe are objects of hope, 
which miniſters are to deſcribe under all the enrap- 
turing feryors of religion. Being the peculiar priv- 
ileges of the /ons of God, conveyed by his grace 
through Jeſus Chriſt, they muſt be repreſented: as 
- Unattainable by the wicked. Hence may they be 
haunted by deſpair, may the cries of the damned 
ring in their ears, the ſmoke of torment aſcend in- 


to their noſtrils, till they are humbled, and made to 


hope alone in a conformity of life and ſpirit to the 


rules of the goſpel. Thus they may be perſuaded 
to ſeek and obtain an intereſt in the blood of /prink- 


ling. | F 

In ſpeaking as above, we do not forget the un- 
derſtanding. If this noble faculty be not addreſſed, 
in vain is preaching, and hopeleſs are the attempts 
of perſuaſion. For, what is zeal without knowledge 2 
What are fears and hopes without reaſon ? They 
reſemble the unbalanced bark, whoſe canvaſs re- 
ceives the gale either to be loſt, or to move at ran- 
dom. Unaided by ſtar, or compaſs the deſired ha- 


ven will mock her approach forever. 
The 
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The methods of perſuaſion, already mentioned, 
are peculiar to the pulpit. But the paſtoral office 
requires a more extenſive ſphere of exertion, Min- 
iſters therefore muſt have a vigilant eye to their 
great deſign in all the walks of life. 

Converſation conſtitutes one of the powerful 
charms of ſociety. Being the conveyance of 
thought, it improyes the mind, and cheriſhes the 
benevolent feelings of the heart. It enlivens the ſen- 
timents of attachment, and pours the oil of joy 
through all the filaments of aſſociation. Hence the 
delight of beholding a long abſented friend. We 
meet him with tears. We remember the ſoothing 
tones of his voice, as he recounts in our ears the 
various feats, the pains and joys of life. Ah, we 
love to hear; we love to ſpeak with our lateſt 
breath. Hence the wiſh to cloſe our eyes in the 


preſence of ſome kindred ſoul, and, dying, liſp our 


laſt farewell. If theſe therefore be the common ben- 
efits and pleaſures of converſation, may not the am- 
baſſadors of Chriſt incorporate it with other meaſ- 
ures of perſuading men to be Chriſtians ? Ought we 
not to bluſh with ſhame and confufion of face, that 
we bury ſo many precious hours in the tomb of lev- 
ity ; that we ſo rarely mention religion and the 
cauſe of Chrift in our ſocial circles; that we prac- 
tically reproach and ridicule daily piety as ſuperſti- 
tion? Are there miniſters too, who oppoſe with the 


ſevereſt farcaſm ſerious and devotional conference, 


who denominate the quickening Spirit, a dream, 
and the name of Jeſus, except in the pulpit, a phan- 
| tom 
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tom ? O ye, of this deſcription, would you rob the 
Chriſtian of the food of his ſoul, and pamper him to 
death with the fatal opiates of ſecurity ! Would ye 
chain the love of God to the poſts of the altar, and 
confine it to the devotions of the ſabbath, exclud- 
ing your flocks from its benignant influence by 
wrapping the ſeaſon of the week in the mantle of 
thoughtleſs ſilence ! Would ye tear the Bride- 
groom from their boſoms, obliging them to faſt, 

yea to famiſh, as to religion, fix days in ſeven | Far 
different from this, faithful miniſters will adapt ev- 
ery ſentiment and word to the edification of ſaints. 
They will manifeſt to the world the ſublime conſo- 
lations of chriſtianity. Impreſſed with the danger 
and loſs of ſouls, they will reprove, warn and ex- 
hort, except in caſes, where they would caſt their 
pearls before ſwine. - When this is the ſtyle of miniſ. 


terial converſation, great are the hopes that ſinners 


may be perſuaded to embrace the goſpel, and poſſeſi 
the truth, as it is in Chris Jeſus. 

Example and purity of life are alſo requiſite in the 
work of perſuaſion. The influence of theſe is an- 
nounced by hiftory, obſervation and experience. 
Sometimes the wicked are employed by God to 
convict the wicked, and to bring his enemies into 
the attitude of repentance. But on this account, 
miniſters may not flatters themſelves, like impious 
Jehu, that they are doing the will and ſervice of 


God, while their hearts are ſwimming in the gall of 


bitterneſs and the poiſon of iniquity. Pious example is ap- 
pointed 3” Heaven to addrefs the ſoul with convin- 
cing 
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ing and inſpiring language. In general, doctrine is 
in vain, and in vain is precept from polluted lips 
and a hypocritical breaſt. What if the ſerpent, as 
formerly on the tree, ſhould entwine around the 
golden candl{/tick, preaching the charms of right- 
eouſneſs, the bleſſings of knowledge and the joys of 
Heaven; then invite mankind to purſue with zeal- 
ous efforts. theſe precious objects! Unleſs ſerpents 
themſelves, would they not recoil from the enchant- 
er, leſt he ſhould beguile them into a new, and, if 
poſſible, more deſperate apoſtacy ? In fact, the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt muſt and will perſuade men by their 
own unſpotted conduct. Poſſeſſing the chriſtian 
temper, and the graces of the new and divine lic, 
they will uniformly aim at an undeviating rectitude, 
apply their hearts unto wiſdom and always act in the 
fear of God. Then may they hope, that their labors 
will be crowned and their mini/iry Jus with the 
ſouls that are ſaved. 

Thus have feebly executed the plan of the ſub- 
ject, pointing out the eſſential qualifications of min- 
iſters, and ſome of the ways, whereby they muſt 
perſuade men to be Chriſlians. 

PASTOR ELECT, you are now intreated by the 
Honor of God, by the cauſe of Chriſt, and the good 
of ſouls to apply the above obſervations to yourſelf, 
A regular entrance into the paſtoral ſervice is this 


day to be adminiſtered unto you, The evidence of 


religious experience, which your converſation re- 
yeals, the diſcretion and purity, that mark your 
life, and your very extenſive knowledge of the he- 
" ly 
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ly bible authorize a belicf, that you. are called by 
God to labor in his harveſt. This conſideration 
ſtamps the features of hope and joy on the preſent 
important ſolemnity. Dear Brother, do you real 
1ze that the work, upon which you have entered, is 
not only great; but alſo encompaſsed with a thou- 
ſand conflicts? A ſolemnizing perſpective lays be- 
fore you; on the one hand the glory of God, on 
the other a warfare againſt the fleſh and the devil. 
Have you already beheld in anticipation the fiery 


darts of the wicked, peured in ſhowers from the - 


camp of infidelity to repulſe your feet from the gates 
of Zien? If you have; put on the armor of God, and 
the glorious Captain of ſalvation will not permit you 
to bleed and die beneath his ſtandard. Renounce 
yourſelf. Repair to Chriſt, He alone will crown 
your brows with the immortal laurels of a ſpiritual 
conqueſt, Have you ever conſidered the ſcanty 
pittance of miniſterial emolument, which to human 
appearance, in too many inſtances, would hardly re- 
freſh our feeble limbs from day to day? If you have, 
be not anxious, what ye ſhall eat or drink, er where- 
withal ye ſhall be clothed. Though humanity were 


bound to the duſt by the chains of avarice ; yet fo 


long, as there is a church in the world, fo long, as 
there is ſomething for his ambaſſadors to do, ſooner 
than they ſhould famiſh, Jeſus would ſend his ra- 
vens to feed them. The difdainful indifference of 
ſome, tae inſulting cavil of others will plant your 
private walks with here and there a thorn. The 
greateſt damps however, that may ever roll upon 
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fpirits, will ariſe from the ſtupidity of ſinners, and the 
vapory dullneſs of declining Chriſtians. Having labor- 
ed with zeal and pathosin thetemple of God, you may 
often return to the cloſet, bathing your body in tears, 
and ſighing from the centre of the heart, who hath be- 
lieved my report, and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been 
revealed? Is there no conſolation, no balm for theſe 
wounds ? Yes, it you are a Child of Chriſt, the follow- 
ing reality will exchange the pit of heavineſs for the 
garments of praiſe. God worketh when and where he 
wills. If in this part of the vineyard, where you are 
placed the jig tree ſhould not bloſſom, there ſhould be no 
fruit in the vine and the labor of the olive ſhould fail ; yet, 
are you faithful, you may ſay, Iwill rejoice in the Lord ; 
I will joy in the God of my ſalvation. 

Courage, my brother. You are engaged in the cauſe 
of Chriſt and the ſalvation of ſouls. Preach the TREE 
CHARACTERS of the GODHEAD with his whole counſel. 
The wound of the daughter of his people is bleeding, 
is bleeding; take heed leſt thou ſlightly healit. Hark! 
A voice from our own RAMAH, lamentation and weep- 


ing, a voice of danger and ſinful rebellion ; take heed 


leſt thou drown it by crying peace, peace, when there is no 
peace. But give the alarm. Perſuade men by the mer- 
cies of God, by the errors of the law and by your own 
unblemiſhed miniſtry. In ſhort, conſider that your 
work 1s for eternity. Shake off the retarding languors 
of the fleſh. Be up and doing infant in ſeaſon, and out 
of ſeaſon. Watch for ſouls with all prayer. Preach thoſe 
doctrines, upon whoſe authority you would dare ven- 
ture to dic ; yea the doctrines, which you would not 
fear to carry with you to the bar of judgment. Thus 
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and your little ſlock may be welcomed by Jeſus into 
the 7 of God. 

BRETHREN OF THE CHURCH, we greet you in the 
name of the Lord. Peauliſul on the mountains are the feet 

of thoſe, who bring glad tidings, who ſprinkle the ſaints 
with the favor of life unto life, and unfold to the world 
the book of perſuaſion. 

But a few days ſince the rook and the eagle perched 

on the pillars, which now compoſe this temple, as they 
grew in the deſert. Here a houſe gf God is built, in 
which we hope his ſpirit will delight to dwell. For 
he hath ſent you an ambaſlador, who comes, as we be- 
lieve, in the fullneſs of the ble/Jing of the geſpel. He is wor- 
thy of your love and confidence. Receive him, as the 
gift of God. Being a willing ſervant in the kingdom 
of Chriſt, he hath faced the trials and inconveniences 
of a new country. Toilſome and extenſive are the 
labors before him. Hence you will ftrive to encour- 
age his heart, and ameliorate his ſervices by a broth- 
erly benevolence, by the intimate union of your exer- 
tions with his in the cauſe of religion. 
Pray for him that he may open his mouth boldly to de- 
clare the truth, that he may feed the ſbecp and the lambs 
of the flock with the wholeſome food of God's word, 
that he may be faithful unto death. 

The ſcenes of this day are open to the ſearching in- 
ſpection of Heaven. Angels will record the engage” 


ments, into which you have ſolemnly entered. They 


will be laid before you in the day of the Lord. Take 
heed therefore how you conduct, as a church. Culti- 
vate brotherly love with peace and harmony among 
yourlelves. To this purpoſe, gover sl your paſſions. 
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If their agitations are indulged, as well might the ſen- 
ſitive plant hve and flouriſh in a tempeſt of fire, as a 
holy ſentiment or a germ of piety exiſt in your ſouls, 
Pray alſo that your hearts be not palſied with a judi- 
cial lethargy. Tea, tremble leſt the gates of, Zion are 
made to mourn by your example, your facrilge become 
an abomination in the ſight of God; and the incenſe 
of your ſolemn cs a ſmoke in his ng/lrils. Are the con- 
cerns of this daꝶ to exiſt with life and then to ſink in 
oblivion ? Lo. u will meet your paſtor in anoth- 
er world; will ſtand before the Judge of all the 
earth, who cannot be mocked ; who cannot be decet- . 
ed. Ah, little flock, you have named the name of 
the Lord; depafft therefore from iniquity. Pu on 
the ſpotleſs garments and the whitened raiment ; ſo 
that, when the Bridegroom cometh, he may receive 


you to his arms to live and love in his ſmiles. 
THIS SOCIETY are urged to ſerious reflections. Hav- 

ing appreciated the importance of ſtated preaching 

it reſpects the good of the community, and as it * 


conſtitute a barrier againſt the intruſion of hereſtes und 


peſtilential animoſities, you have appeared reſpectable 
in thoſe exertions, which have procured the ſettle- 
ment of the goſpel among you. But, if your views 
ave not extended far beyond theſe civil benefits, an 
iſtance yet remains between your fouls and 
econciled countenance of God. You are no to be 


A new expanſion of 


t 
*exalted in point of privileges. 
Do you meet the man of 
your choice in the temple of worſhip, there he will un- 
fold and inculcate the doctrines and precepts of the 
goſpel. Having received of Jeſus che golden vials, full 
| of 


may ſmoke with wrath. She may huxl her thut 
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of odours, he will pont them out in his prayers before 
you ; both at the altar and in the penſive retreats of 
ſorrom and nckneſs. Without cealing, he will ſtrive 
to perſuade you by. words, that are Huben, by his 
own cxample and by: tha great realities of eternity. Is 
there 1 Wat these z advantages may procure you a 
deadly ſMor, that your light may become darkneſs and 
the adminiftration of the goſpel a ſword of judgment! 
Yes, for if you continue in ſin, if you! Feblt the ſpirit, 
determining to live and die. in re lion, God will de- 
liver you up to hardneſs of heart? eng leanneſs into 
your ſouls, and finally laugh at your cAnity; und mock 
zoben your fear cometh, Be intreated therefore all ye, 
whgare preſent, to receive Chriſt whale he is ready and 
Willttig to We. Let it not be for bur condemnation 
that light bas come into the world and ſhined about you, 
Are you now ſtupid? Is preaching a dream? Are your 
hearts impenetrable to the efforts of perſuaſion, you 
y grieve the ambaſladors of Jeſus ; but you can- 
' pluck them out of his hands, for he will be with 


than to the end. Hence, O ye wiſe in your own con- 
ceits, the fooliſhneſs of preaching ſhall confound your 
wiſdom, Hereby God will perſuade men to be Chrif 
tans, till his cle be gathered in. Strive therefore to 
make your calling and clcetion ſure. Become partakers 


4 
of our joy in this concluding truth. The gate 


9 


but the ſword of the ſpirit ſhall rebound them on her 
own boſom. They ſhall never reach the altars of Chriſt . 
or even ſhake the bylary of his church.—TNIs. 
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